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The disciple of Jesus is compared to a bea- 
con shedding its cheering rays over the dark 
waters, to direct the mariner to his desired 
haven. Thus every Christian shines as a 
light in the world, holding forth the word of 
Ufe ; for no sooner has the light of the glori- 
ous gospel of Christ beamed upon his heart, 
dispelling the mists of error and of igno* 
ranee, and eternally saving his soul, than he, 
in his turn, extends his hand with the bright 
lamp of life towards the world lying in dark- 
ness around him,* 

The Christians of England have endea- 
voured thus to shine: the everlasting 
gospel is being sent to every nation, and kin- 
dred, and tongue, and people ; and English 

* PhU. u. 6. 
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Christians have been some of the chosen in- 
struments of God to work his gracious will. 
Their brethren in France recal with grati- 
tude the sounds of sympathy , consolation, 
and encouragement, which, coming from the 
shores of England, have in former days 
brought hope to the hearts of their fathers. 

When the Te Deum was chanted at 
Rome, and the motto, " Uqonottorum 
STRAGES, 1572,"* was twined around the 
papal sword, England responded to the tid- 
ings of death with mourning and lamenta- 
tion, and deeply did her response affect the 
souls of the sons of the martjrrs. It was the 
Christian voice of sympathy. 

When the revocation of the edict of Nantes, 
in 1685, expelled the French Protestants from 
their peaceful homes, and forced them to 
seek a refuge far from their beloved country, 
England's voice was again heard inviting the 
desolate band to her shores, and nobly were 

* » Slaughter of fhe Hognenots, 1572/' l^e a short 
tract, entitled, *' The Pop«8, Painted by ThemselveV' trans- 
lated from the French, containing a correct delineation of 
the St. Bartholomew medal, and of four others struck 
by the popes ; published by the Protestant Associatioit, 
11, Exeter Hall, Strand. 
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the exiled Ch'ristiang welcomed. It was the 
voice of Christian love 1 

Tp-day that voice is full of animation and 
joy^ for the Lord has opened his band to 
shower down blessings upon France; the 
word of God is shedding its sacred influence 
in her dwellings ; the Holy Spirit is putting 
forth fais power, in bringing souls to the 
Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of 
the world; in many cities the candlestick 
has been replaced, after more than a hundred 
years of darkness ; as in Lyons and Saumur, 
and Sens and Angouleme. These pages 
wiii contain an account of a humble com- 
mencement of the work in a new part of the 
vineyard, and relate a few simple facts, show- 
ing that where the word of tiie truth of the 
gospel is announced by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, it brings forth fruit, faith in Jesus 
Christ, and love to all saints.* 

FoMTAiNEBLEAU, in the midst of its mag- 
nificent forest and rocks, boasting of its pile 
of chateaus, teeming with scenes of historical 
interest, shall lay aside for a while its proud 
legends of human greatness, glorious actions, 

* Col. i. 4. 
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and gorgeous pomp, to iuif<^ to our view 
the triumphs of the Son of God in the souk 
of a few humhle peasants ; everlasting tri- 
umphs^ dearer to the Christian's hearty and 
more welcome to his ear, than the recital 
of the most splendid achievements of tbi^ 
world's admired potentates. For, while in a 
few short days it must be said of those at 
whose feet the world has bowed, and of all 
their glory and power, " These have been," 
years may pass, ages roll away, eternity with 
its boundless grandeur burst upon us, and 
still the triumphs of grace in the heart of 
the poorest child will be as bright, as glorious 
as ever : jewels in the diadem of Jehovah, and 
themes for the angels' songs. " The fashion 
of this world passeth away, but the word of 
the Lord endureth for ever." 

A few years ago, the Protestant chap- 
lain of the prison at Melun, the pastor 
Vivien, began to feel desirous of extending 
his exertions in the cause of Christ to Fon- 
tainebleau, which is four leagues distant* 
After three visits to the town he succeeded 
in discovering four families professing the 
Protestant faith ; and an English gentleman 
having offered the use of his drawing-room. 
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Divine service was performed there every 
week during fifteen months. At intervals 
two or three Roman Catholics ventured to 
attend^ and, wondering at the beauty of what 
they heard, excited the curiosity of many 
others, who were, however, deterred from 
going to judge for themselves, by the fear of 
being thought intruders. 

M. Brand, one of the first Roman Catho- 
lics who was converted to the truth of Christ 
in the place, deplored the impossibility of 
announcing the word of God more publicly ; 
and with his pastor, to whom he had become 
warmly attached, endeavoured to procure a 
spacious room, to be hired for the purpose. 
But all their exertions were useless ; for the 
people feared that loss of trade and general 
enmity would be the consequences of iden- 
tifying themselves with the Protestants. At 
length, M. Braud resolved to erect a small 
chapel, at his own expense, in his garden ; 
and the little flock met together every Sun- 
day evening, until their beloved pastor was 
called away to a distant post. 

After a long interval, during which M. 
Braud read the service himself to a steadily- 
increasing congregation, frequent visits from 

B 
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some of tiie ministers ftom Paris animated 
and confirmed the rising church; last year 
(1846,) the cliapel was enlarged, and at 
present, though it can accommodate only 
160 hearers conveniently, the Sunday coa- 
gregation is seldom less than 200, which 
renders a further enlargement most desirable 
as soon as the requisite funds can be procured. 



In many parts of France, the dislike felt 
by the people to the ceremonies and priest- 
hood of the Koman church, in which they 
have been educated, has driven them towards 
the outward profession of Protestantism, 
before the perusal of the Scriptures had led 
tliem to the truth, which they have after- 
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wards embraced. Here, although the weight 

of the ^* burden too heavy to be borne" 13 

felty as it is almost universally in France, 

conversions to Christ have preceded or 

accompanied the open profession of the 

reformed faith; and some have been drawn 

to the Saviour without passing through that 

awful state of unbelief into which so many 

thousands have been thrown by seeing the 

money-changers sitting in the house of God. 

It was not long after the opening of the 

chapel J that a poor, sinful, woman was seized 

with remorse for a life spent in fearful 

immorality. Early recollections of having 

heard of a sin-avenging God and an eternity 

of woe, pressed upon her, and filled her soul 

with terror — terror the more dreadful, as she 

knew not where to flee for pardon. One 

resource alone she saw: confession to a 

priest she thought might obtain for her the 

peace she needed. She kneeled before her 

fellow-creature, and unfolded to him her 

long dark tale of temptation and sin. Her 

grief of mind made her feel willing to 

undergo any penance, however difficult, could 

it but give ease to her troubled conscience, 

and she listened with the fever of hope for 
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the words of reconciliation. The sentence 
was pronounced. A sum of money is required 
by the church for alms before such sin can 
be remitted ! 

" I have no money, my father." 
** Then you cannot have absolution." 
" I am too poor ever to gain such a sum." 
** You cannot be absolved in any other 
way. 

With the same heavy-burdened soul, poor 
Catherine arose from her knees, and hastened 
to another priest. The same answer was 
given. She hurried to a third, and again 
repeated her tale of woe. This last hope 
failed her, and a few days afterwards poor 
Catherine's mind gave way ; frightful imagin-* 
ations, conjured up by her accusing con- 
science, constantly terrified her, and she 
walked about the town in a state of tempo- 
rary mental derangement. 

One day, in a lucid interval, she followed 
a crowd into the protestant chapel, where M, 
Vivien was preaching. The woman taken in 
adultery was his subject ; the love of Jesus 
his theme. All was new to Catherine. When 
his discourse was ended she longed to hear 
more, and resolved to return on the next 
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Sunday. She went again ; a vague hope 
beamed upon her mind that perhaps even her 
sins were not too great to be washed away in 
the Saviour's blood. Again she attended, 
and was filled with wonder at the recital of 
the love of God. She spoke to the minister, 
and received from him a Testament and some 
tracts, which were read to her by a neigh- 
bour. In the course of a few weeks grace 
was given her to believe in the Saviour ; peace 
was granted to her heavy-laden soul ; love took 
the place of fear, and mourning was turned 
into joy ; she trusted in the record of God, 
that he had given her eternal life in his Son. 
This peace sustained her in sickness, when 
she sweetly expressed herself happy to go, 
whenever it should please God to take her. 

Love, the never-failing fruit and evidence 
of true faith, has proved the truth of her 
conversion. When a cottage in a neighbour- 
ing village fell a prey to the flames, and the 
inhabitants, reduced to misery, were aided 
by their richer neighbours, Catherine's offer- 
ing of three francs was gratefully received. 
When a poor woman was in trouble for debt, 
she came to a pious friend, saying, " Poor 
Josephine is in great distress ; she owes ten 

b2 
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francs, and will be turned out of dooris 
by her landlord; see, I have saved five 
francs, but I do not like to give them myself; 
will you add five other francs, and give them 
to her ? But do not say a word about me !" 
She has lately been the means of reclaiming 
a poor young creature, one of her former 
companions in vice ; and the book which gave 
her peace has been lent to her neighbours ; 
but, when asked to sell it, her reply was, 
" Not for the price of the world !" She lent 
her tracts, among other persons, to a milk- 
woman, who read them in her family. These 
people, after some time, became very serious, 
and at last came to the chapel. In going out 
after service they were heard to exclaim, 
" This is the religion we want !" and since 
then they have been regular in their attend- 
ance. " If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature : old things are passed away, behold, 
all things are become new ! " 

The publications of the Paris Tract Society 
are received by the people with great eager- 
ness. Even quite at the beginning of the 
movement it was interesting to see the mar- 
ket-women surrounding persons who had 
offered a tract to one of their number : " And 
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me, too ! give ine one, too, my little master, 
mj little miss," shouted a dozen women, 
until the supply was exhausted. Those who 
could read, sat down at once to peruse them, 
while the others carefully secured theirs to 
carry home at night. At an adjoining village 
a lady gave a tract to a peasant whom she 
met; it was carried to a pond, where from 
twenty to thirty women were washing. She 
was soon overtaken by a deputation from 
them, asking, " if it were not too great a 
liberty to inquire whether madame had any 
more of those beautiful stories to give away ?" 
She gave them those she had remaining ; and, 
as they expressed disappointment at there 
not being sufficient for all, she returned a 
few days afterwards with a larger supply, 
which was received with the utmost gratitude. 
A considerable number of the pastor 
Soussel's valuable little controversial pam- 
phlets have been circulated with excellent 
effect among that numerous class for whom 
they are intended — the class of men calling 
themselves Roman Catholics, but in reality 
unbelievers, who, confounding Christianity 
with priestcraft, reject both together. Many 
by this means have been led to the Bible, 



i 
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and by the Bible to Christ and happi- 
ness.* 

Some active promoters of the cause of 
Christ have generously procured several hun- 
dreds of copies of the Scriptures^ to distribute 
freely to the poor; and a day seldom passes 
without seeing persons anxiously inquiring 
for the word of God. 

One day madame Brand was accosted by a 
boy of about fifteen years of age, who said: 
** Madame, I have heard that you give the 
New Testament to poor persons who cannot 

* These little messengerB give no small anxiety to the 
spiritnal guides of the people ; the parish chnrch has heard 
more thim once words like the following proceed from 
its pulpit :•*" The Protestants think no house too had f<Hr 
the introduction of their errors. Abominable little books, 
whose tendency is to make men think lightly of the holy 
priesthood, and of the sacred confessional established by 

Christ himself, are circulating in eyery direction. 

No one would think of becoming a Protestant, but he who 
wishes to give himself up to his sins and lusts without 

remorse. Even their ministers, by their own account, 

are not above other men, and they arc taken out of the 
worst of mankind," etc. The natural consequence of 
such language is to excite curiosity on the subject At 
length the plan was resolved upon to recommend every 
mother to add to her evening devotions a certain litany, 
by which means her house and /amily would be passed 
')ver by the heretical epidemic 1 
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pay for \L Would it be too great a liberty in 
a child to ask for one ? My name is Badelet ; 
I feed the cows in the forest, and I should 
be so happy to read the Testament while 
I lie all day on the grass.*' 

She immediately presented him with one ; 
and a short time afterwards he brought two 
other little cowherds, who, having seen his 
book, wished to possess the same treasure. 
They subsequently begged for a hymn-book, 
that they might sing together. These boys 
never miss attending Divine service ; and 
Badelet, who acts quite like a missionary, 
and has induced several young people to 
accompany them, finds the places in their 
books for them, and takes care that they 
shall sit perfectly still during the whole 
time. 

A little girl wished for a hymn-book. 
Badelet told her that it would be wiser to 
ask for a Testament, as it would do her far 
more good, and she might wait for a hymn- 
book afterwards. 

One Sunday, after service, the little lad 
came up to M. Braud and said, with a most 
beseeching look, " Monsieur, (sir,) there is 
a young man at the door who has attended 



£2 ANECDOTBS OF 

regularly at the chapel for sofne time ; ITiave 
promised him a New Testament." 

M, Braud made a sign of assent to his 
petition. 

"Monsieur/' he continued^ " you know 
there is the young soldier, of whom I spoke 
the other day, who wishes to have one," 

Another sign of absent. 

" Here is another boy yet who would like 
one'' — ^touching the shoulder of a lad near 
him. 

Thus the dear boy had acted for some time, 
when his parents were induced, by the adver- 
saries of the truth, to forbid him ever to attend 
the service again. This was a very great 
trial to the poor little lad. At first, the 
thought crossed his mind that he might 
secretly disobey such an order, but he after- 
wards understood that it was his duty to 
yield to his father's will in this respect with- 
out reserve ; and instead of murmuring, he 
applied himself to the study of his Bible, 
committing to memory as much of it as 
possible, with the earnest hope of one day 
becoming a colporteur. 

It was at this time that M. Braud gave 
im an interesting publication of the Protest- 
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aat Sou * (hal^enny) Society to read; he 
immediately exclaimed with great animation, 
" Monsieur 1 I will bring you my sou (balf- 
penny) every Sunday !" On being told that 
it could not be allowed, lest his parents might 
suppose that interested motives actuated those 
who wished him to be a Protestant, be re- 
marked, with disappointment in his looks, 
" Ah, monsieur ! I should have been so 
happy to have helped a little in that good 
cause !" 

Since then his father has withdrawn his 
prohibition, and Badelet again enjoys his 
Sunday and continues his missionary endea- 
vours among the workmen in the stone-quarry 
where he now labours with his father. " God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are mighty.*' 
" Have ye never read. Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings thou hast perfected 
praise V 1 Cor. i. 27 ; Matt. xxi. 16. 

* The object of this Society is to encourage every pro- 
testant in France to subscribe one sou a week, to aid the 
other societies. At the end of the year the amount thus 
contributed is divided among twelve of the protestant 
religioos associations, in proportion to their respective 
wants. 
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One of those humble and zealous labourers^ 
the colporteurs, has worked in the environs 
with great encouragement. Last winter, as 
he was passing through the forest, a heavy 
shower obliged him to take shelter in a 
quarry, where he found several workmen also 
waiting until the rain should cease. He 
heard their profane language with grief, and 
the silent prayer arose from his heart to be 
enabled to speak a word in season to them. 
His silence was soon noticed, and the cause 
of his not joining in the conversation was 
asked : he replied, calmly, that he had been 
deeply pained by their expressions. 

" Oh ho !'* cried they, " you are a spy of 
the cure ; you are a Jesuit !" 

" If your cur^ attended to your instruc- 
tion and gave you Christian principles, I 
should have a fax better opinion of him than 
I have at present." 

** Then you are a Protestant !*' exclaimed 
the men. 

" I am so,'* he replied ; and an interesting 
conversation ensued, which ended by the 
workmen saying : "If we had our money 
with us, we would buy those books," point- 
ing to his pack of New Testaments, The 



FONTAINBBLKAU. 1^ 

colporteur said he would willingly trust thesn, 
and left, a dozen copies with them. 

In a few days they came to his lodging« 
paid him for the books, bought twelve mora 
Testaments/ and asked for large Bibles. 

An old man hesitated to take a Bible, and 
at first refused ; the colporteur turned away, 
and heard him say to a comrade : ''I should 
have bought it, but I fear my wife would be 
angry !" " How ?" rejoined the other, " a 
man like you afraid of your wife?^^ This 
decided him, and the Bible was bought. A 
short time afterward, he saw the colporteur 
at a distance, and called to him across the 
street, " Ah ! marchand de livres, (book- 
seller,) your book is never out of our hands I 
When I am tired of reading, my wife takes 
it up ; and, believe me, she would not sell 
it now for ten francs l^' 

The next time the colporteur was in that 
neighbourhood, the workmen accosted him 
with : " Ah ! monsieur Albert, when we go 
to our shed to dine now, we long for our 
bookseller to come and talk to us about 
the gospel. On Monday we shall be paid : 
do not forget to bring us plenty of- Bibles, 
that we may buy them before our money 

c 
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is spent. If ever a preacher of your reli- 
gion comes here, we shall all be among his 
hearers." 

The Bible is really an unknown book to 
the people. The few scattered fragments 
to be found in the mass-books are so inter- 
mingled with prayers,which frequently destroy 
the meaning of the passages by inculcating 
another doctrine, that even to those who 
can read, *' Bible" is a strange word, that re- 
quires explanation. This being the case, and 
therefore no fear of consequences entertained, 
the people were told that the Bible was a 
book invefnted by the English to propagate 
their own religion.* But when the Lord 

* No wonder that the Romanists should wish to prevent 
the Bible being read, when quotations such as the follow- 
ing are found in books circulated by them among the 
people. After having given directions to those who desire 
' to devote themselves in an especial way to the blessed 
virgin, by wearing her scapulary, the author concludes by 
saying) that this little blue coat, with the good dispositions 
of those who wear it, •* is the double garment, which, 

THE WISE MAN SATS, 8HELTER3 FROM THE WINTER*8 
COLD ALL THE SERVANTS AND HANDMAIDS OF MaRY,** 

Prov. xxxi. (^Notice sur la MedaiUe If irocu/eu^e— Remarks 
on the Miraculous Medal— page 601, 8th edition.) 

It will not be thought out of place to give here one or 
two more passages from this volume, which, sold at a very 
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sends forth his commandment upon earth, 
" His word runneth very swiftly," Ps. cxlvii. 
15. The efforts intended to dissuade the 
peasants from reading, defeat their own pur- 
pose, by exciting curiosity, fixing attention, 
and raising a spirit of inquiry. 

Some time ago, a regiment stationed in 
the town had many Protestants among its 
members. One of them died at the hospital, 
after having withstood all the entreaties of 
the nuns to see a priest. In his last moments 

moderate price, has had a wide circulation in France : — 
** The heart of Mary becomes the 'immense reseryoir of 
Divine mercy, in which irritated justice extinguishes its 
thunderbolts, and sinful man may wash away his stains. 
(p. 537.) — Fiat I (so be it) and she is worthy of reigning, 
even over God I He was subject unto her. (p. dl8.)~^0 
Mary I spouse of the Holy Ghost, and co-redeemer of the 
world, what delight I feel in exalting thee ! (p. 563.) — Tell 
Jesus that thou wiliest our salvation, and salvation shall 
be granted usl (p. 559.)— I revere thee, Mistress of the 
world. Queen of the heavens, Virgin of virgins, Star of 
the morning I I revere thee, Mary, full of grace, light 
divine ; haste thee to succour the world, whose sovereign 
lady thou art I (p, 587.) — O Mother of mercy 1 may these 
desires of my love draw down upon me all the abundance 
of thy blessings ; may they unite us unto thee inseparably 
in time, so that after having loved, honoured, blessed, 
glotified thee on earth, we may sing thy praises and thy 
beneftU in a blessed eternity I" (p. 559.) 
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he desired one of his comrades, his particular 
friend, and who was a Roman Catholic, to see 
him buried as a Protestant. In the evening 
the soldier informed M. Braud that he was 
anxious to fulfil the dying request of his 
friend, to whom he had been deeply attached, 
and that the hour of the funeral had been 
fixed for nine o'clock the next morning. It 
being impossible for a minister to come from 
Paris at that hour, the authorities must be 
applied to for a postponement : no authorities 
could be found ; all applications were useless. 
The soldiers were furious ; they felt that it 
was intended to drive them to accept the 
ministry of a priest, but were resolved not to 
yield. At length M. Braud offered to read 
the service himself; his proposal was accepted 
with gratitude, and the men received leave 
from their colonel to have the band. The 
following morning two hundred soldiers went 
to the hospital, and, after satisfying them- 
selves that all was right by inspecting their 
poor comrade's coflBin, they demanded and 
obtained the pall, which, although it belongs 
to the town, at first had been refused. Pre- 
ceded, by the band, they marched in perfect 
order to the chapel, where their attention 
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was completely arrested and their intense 
interest engaged by the simple scriptural 
service. When they arrived at the grave, one 
of them, who was a Protestant, asked leave 
to pray aloud himself, which he did. After 
the funeral, they returned to visit some of 
their sick comrades at. the hospital, and told 
them that the service had been performed in a 
very different manner from usual, for beautiful 
French words and prayers, which they could 
all understand, had been used.* At this, the 

* For those penons of the Roman church whose rela- 
tions are -wiUing to pay, a Latin masi^ said or sang, ac- 
cording to the sum of money given, is performed in the 
church. For twenty francs a piece as many priests will 
accompany the fooeral to the grave as the fiiends desire ; 
for fifteen francs, a silver crucifix, or, for thirty francs, a 
gold one, will be carried in advance of the procession. 
Latin prayers will be read in a low tone over the tomb, 
and holy-water sprinkled on the coffin by both priests 
and attendant friends. The relatives subsequently pay 
for masses to be said in favour of the deceased, in -order 
to deliver his soul from purgatory ; and they are sedu- 
lously taught that the more they have performed, the 
earlier the release ft'om torture will be. These masses, 
paid for by the people, ten or fifteenpence each mass, are 
frequently given over, by the city priest, to a poor country 
cure, to whom he pays half-price for performing them, 
and reserves the remainder to himself; or, still more 
conveniently, he may purchase from the Pope's agents, 

C 2 
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sick men told the nuns, that if they died they 
should like the same service performed over 
them. The soldiers were quite affected hy 
the whole circumstance, and came afterwards 
gratefully to thank M. Brand for all his 
kindness. 

Since that time a far different spirit has 

for twenty-seven francs, a full dispensation from saying, 
or having said; any one mass for which he has been paid. 
The poor who cannot pcuf are put into the ground 
by the grayd-digger, and not even the semblance of a 
religious service is granted to alleviate the grief of the 
family, except where the requisite sum is found to have 
the deceased taken, into the church, where a few Latin 
words are mutter^ over him. These are daily occur- 
rences in Paris. An English lady was standing one day 
in the cemetery of Mont Parnasse, the South Paris burial- 
ground ; she watched the long row of graves, ready dug 
for the poor, being filled up, as one and another train of 
humble mourners approached. Not a word of religious 
consolation was uttered, no minister of a risen Christ was 
there; the coffins were lowered, the earth rattled upon 
them, and the bitter tear fell, but no voice was there to 
say to the mourner, " Weep not, thy brother shall rise 
again,'* nor to warn the unconcerned gazer to '* redeem 
the time." A poor, aged man was looking on, perhaps 
thinking how soon he also must be laid there ; his eye 
caught the compassionate yet indignant glance of the 
stranger lady, and as the tears trickled down on to his 
white beard, his feelings found utterance in the expressive 
words, ** Ah, lady 1 it is a fine religion for the rich— a 
fine reli^on for the rich 1 " 
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been shown by the authorities. The demise 
of one of the converts having been announced 
to the commissaire, (justice of peac^>) the 
Protestants begged him to be present at the 
interment^ that he -might be perfectly satis- 
fied of the proper behaviour of all who should 
take part in these last solemn duties to the 
dead. The functionary declared that he would 
on no account appear ex-officio, (officially,) 
but that he intended to be there privately, 
in order to prevent any annoyance being at- 
tempted against the mourners; and added, 
** One of the proposed bearers being an ill- 
conducted man, I have dismissed him, entirely 
on your account. You will now have four 
steady, well-behaved men, for I know how 
particular the Protestants are with respect to 
morals!'** He fulfilled his promise of at- 
tending privately, and was so gratified at all 
he heard; that he begged to be introduced to 
the officiating minister. 

* More than a hundred and fifty years have passed 
since Saumnr-on-the-Loire saw her Protestant church 
demolished by the revocation of the edict of Nantes, and 
its members fly from their native land; yet there still 
remains among the people this short traditional proverb, 
** As honest as a Protestant I" 
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Some degree of interest is attached to the 
first wedding which took place in the little 
chapel. The father of the hride was a deist, 
and her mother a strict Romanist ; and, from 
her childhood, the arguments she had heard 
between her parents had convinced her of 
the unsoundness of the Romish doctrines, but 
without pointing her to any better system. 
Once only, after she attained the age of rea- 
son, she was induced by her mother to enter 
the confessional ; but left the confessor, and 
returned home in a very short time, exclaim- 
ing, ** Mother, I have settled for ever with 
that man ! You must never persuade me to 
go to confess again ! '* After this, she began 
to attend the Protestant worship, gradually 
became serious, and at length fully embraced 
the doctrines of the Bible. Her mother had 
many times pressed her to accept proposals 
of marriage, but she declined them all, saying 
that she would never be joined to an ill- 
conducted man, or to an unbeliever. At last 
she became acquainted with a young Yaudois^ 
who bore an excellent character ; he offered 
her his hand, and obtained her parents' con- 
sent, not only to their union, but to her pro- 
fessing openly the religion in which she had 
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long secretly believed. The wedding took 
place on a very wet day, notwithstanding 
which every available corner of the chapel 
and vestry was occupied by persons, eager to 
hear a service they could understand, and to 
see, according to the custom of the French 
churchesi the large Bible given by the mi- 
nister to the newly married pair. A long train 
of umbrellas appeared under the windows 
and all down the street, such was the curiosity 
of the people to witness the ceremony. 

One day M. Brand received a visit from 
a rich farmer's wife, who attends Fontaine- 
bleau market. Her father had died a year 
previously, leaving his affairs in some con- 
fusion. They were arranged, and the pro- 
perty divided for the family, by a young 
man, who declined any remuneration for 
his trouble. He was a Protestant, and, in 
some conversations with madame Bougr^aui 
he spoke of the Bible. She had never 
dared to look at a Bible ; but her mind began 
to change, as she formed a good opinion of 
this young man. He asked her to take a 
note one day to M. Braud, on her way to 
market, and in consequence M. and madame 
Braud had a conversation with her, which 
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ended in her accepting a Bible. When at 
home she opened it, as she told them after- 
wards, in very great fear ; but as she read, 
she began to understand why the priests had 
condemned it as dangerous. After a while, 
through grace, she found peace for her soul 
in the perusal of the holy book, and began to 
distribute tracts to all her neighbours. Soon 
after a friend came to her in great consterna- 
tion, saying he had heard that she was going 
to change her religion ; and endeavoured to 
induce her to remain, outwardly at least, a 
Roman Catholic. But this was lost pains, 
for a few days later she came to M. Brand's, 
saying, *' £h bien, monsieur, c*est fini ; je 
suis Protestante !** — ** Well, sir, the matter 
is settled ; I am a Protestant!" 

" How is that ?" he inquired. 

" I will never be one thing in name and 
another in heart," replied the fanner's wife ; 
^* I have found peace in the Bible, and I will 
openly profess what I feel. My husband is 
very kind ; he not only allows me freely to 
judge for myself, but says that I shall in- 
struct the children in what I feel to be the 
will of God. So I will come here on the 
Sundays." 
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It was remarked that it would be a long 
way to come alone. 

" Oh !" she exclaimed, " I shall not be 
alone, my Saviour will be with me ; and be- 
sides, we have four assistants employed in the 
dairy and garden, whom I shall bring, and 
my little boy too." 

She was asked if her husband was an 
unbeliever ? 

Her answer was, '' He is like most of the 
men ; he says he is willing to believe, but 
that he cannot be sure of a thing that took 
place so long ago ; but he reads the tracts, 
and likes them : he likes them better than 
the Bible ; but that does not distress me, for 
I also Hked them better at first ; now I 
would rather have one chapter in the Bible, 
than the world full of other books! But 
that will come with him too, I hope; and 
when I see him and my children feeling as I 
do, I shall be the happiest woman on earth.*' 
When her husband expresses a doubt, 
madame Bougreau opens the Bible, and 
reads an appropriate passage. At one time 
she said respecting him, " The Lord is very 
merciful towards him, for many of his doubts 
are dissipated ;" and, by his own desire, she 
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reads a chapter in the Testament to him 
every evening. 

She hais had to undergo petty persecution, 
and to submit to many annoyances ; but its 
only effect on her mind has been, to make 
her cling more firmly to the word of God. 
In five villages she has been the text for the 
priests' sermons, and the children have 
pointed at her, drying, " There goes the 
Protestant !*' It is sad to see their little 
simple minds so early infused with bitter 
zeal. She taught her little boy the sentence, 
"I do not learn the catechism, because I 
am a Protestant," in case he should be ques- 
tioned about not going to school. The 
master came to her in consternation, to in- 
quire who could have taught the child such 
an extraordinary speech. " I did, sir," she 
replied ; ** and he is a good boy for doing as 
I desired him." Calumny then aimed its 
base insinuations at her, but with no effect. 

The cure came next, and very solemnly 
said, that, as she was alone in this world as 
to her errors, so she would be alone in the 
next. 

*' Nay," said she, " I hope my soul will be 
with God." 
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But why not remain quietly with the 
good people of the village now^ and be with 
them all after death ?" 

** Go(J forbid ! monsieiir le cur^ ; why, 
all the villagers are infidels; scarcely one 
believes in any other trod but the sun !*' 

you are right there !" 

The love of Christ, when shed abroad in 
a soul, unlike the exclusive affections of 
earth, always shows itself by anxiety to 
bring others under its influence, and by the 
ardent desire to tell the whole world, if pos* 
sible, of the treasure it has found, and whicK 
is offered to all freely. Such is the noble 
sentiment which actuates this farmer's wife. 
She lately went to Montereau to purchase 
hay. After the business was concluded, she 
said to the peasants who surrounded her, 
" Now our business is finished, I have a little 
present for you." 

*' Oh ! anything from madame Bougreau 
will be good !" shouted the people ; for she 
is much respected in those parts. 

She then drew from her pocket a parcel 
of tracts, which she distributed among them. 
The next time she went there, as soon as 
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the people saw her, before thinking of busi- 
ness : *' Have you any more books?" was the 
general cry. One man asked where he could 
buy a New Testament. She had provided 
herself with one, and was able to satisfy 
them all with the tracts she had brought* 
At her third visit, the people were clamorous 
for a pastor, saying, « You have one at 
Fontainebleau ; why cannot one come here 
also r 

She has acted in the same manner at 
Mordt, where, happening to mention in a 
shop the name of her village, a shopkeeper 
inquired whether it were true that there 
were protestants in Thomery i She answered 
affirmatively. 

'* Then you have, perhaps, seen some of 
these books ?" said he. 

^* Oh yes ! those are our books." 

" Are you a Protestant ?*' 

« Yes." 

" Then you know this also," — opening a 
drawer, and taking a Testament from it. 

" Yes," replied madame Bougreau ; " but 
why db you hide that book ?" 

** Because I am afraid of my customers ; 
but my wife and I read it together, and we 
feel that it is the word of God." 
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"Oh! do not be afraid," she rejoined; 
" you mast act for God, and trust him to 
defend his own cause.'* 

A long conversation ensued ; and the man 
promised, that if she would send her covered 
cart for his wife, they would both attend the 
protestant service at Fontainebleau, in hopes 
of gaining courage to protest openly. 

She has now the pleasure of being accom- 
panied to chapel by her husband, who him- 
self told the minister that- the happiest day 
in his life would be that in which he should 
hear him preach in his village ! 

Persons who from their earliest childhood 
have been used to hear the pure word of 
life, can scarcely enter into the feelings of 
astonishment and delight which fill the 
hearts of the peasants, bowing under the 
yoke of Rome, on hearing the glad tidings 
of Christ, and receiving the truth of God as 
it flows fresh from the Divine spring. Accus- 
tomed from infancy to regard the Deity as 
a God of wrath, whose service is a hard 
bondage^ a heavy yoke of ceremonies and 
observances; taught to consider that every 
omission of imposed duties must be expiated 
by some painful sacrifice or irksome task. 
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and to expect that, when every rite is gone 
through,;every privation suffered, every work 
performed, there yet remains a fire of ages 
to undergo before the Divine wrath can be 
appeased and the sinner received into glory, 
— what is the amazement of the sincere and 
heavily-burdened child of man, when he 
hears from the word of God that Jesus has 
placed himself between the eye of Justice 
and his defiled soul, changing threatenings 
to smiles ; that the crown of thorns was worn 
by Jesus, that the sinner might wear the 
crown of glory 5 that the face of God was 
turned away from Jesus, that it might beam 
upon the sinner in overpowering joy; that 
the vials of the Divine displeasure were 
poured out upon Jesus, that the everlasting 
love of God might rest upon the sinner ; and 
that Jesus has entirely and for ever saved all 
those who come to him in faith, God having 
so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life ! Oh, who can express the transports of 
joy which fill the soul when it receives this 
record; when it is assured that God has 
turned away his wrath, that sin is pardoned. 
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the raBsom accepted, and eternal life be- 
stowed freely, without money and without 
price ! Then the spirit of slavery gives place 
to the feelings of a loving child ; the toiling 
for a hard-earned reward is exchanged for a 
joyful service of love ; the dread of a task- 
master's rigour for the pleasing a beloved 
Father ; selfish interest is removed, and affec- 
tionate gratitude overflows the heart. Such 
are the life-giving streams which flow from 
the pure word of God, and such the spring 
of which the Saviour says, he who drinks 
shall never thirst* No wonder, then, when 
the weary and piarched souls hear for the 
first time the glorious tidings, that their 
attention is fixed, and they remain in the 
little quiet chapel after service is concluded, 
hoping that the messenger of a reconciled 
God will tell them more of the Saviour's love 
before they depart. 

The month of May is especially dedicated 
to the worship of the virgin Mary by the 
Romanists, who call it the " month of Mary," 
and distinguish it by every prayer and pa- 
geant that they fancy may be pleasing to 
their *' lady." This month was chosen by 
M. Bost, pastor of Melun, for holding his 

j>2 
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conferences, or controversial week-day lec- 
tures, at Fontainebleau. A large room in 
the town was hired^ and handbills to an- 
nounce the conference distributed, when 
suddenly, at the last moment, all was stopped 
by an order from the superior authorities at 
Melun, that no Protestant meeting should 
be held without the precincts of the chapel. 
This decision was soon known all over the 
town, and the people were very angry, saying, 
** This is all done by the priests, to prevent 
as many of us as they can from hearing the 
truth." An hour before the time appointed 
the people began to assemble around the 
chapel. As soon as the doors were opened, a 
rush for seats took place, and in a few mi- 
nutes no standing-room remained; some 
requesting to be allowed to enter through 
the garden, as many were admitted as could 
possibly hear by standing on the vestry steps, 
on benches, and ladders, at the open win- 
dows. The commissaire himself stood at 
the door to preserve order, by preventing the 
crowd without from attempting to enter when 
all was full : according to his own report, he 
turned away about two thousand. 

M. Bost took for his subject the worship 
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of the virgin Mary ; which he proved, by 
comparing the Roman Catholic prayers and 
hymns to her with Holy Scripture, to be 
false, sensual, and blasphemous. A general 
murmur of applause was heard, when, after 
a discourse of an hour and a half, the minister 
announced his intention of holding a similar 
assembly the following week. 

The next meeting was accompanied by 
the same circumstances, and was the occasion 
of the following words being heard in a ser- 
mon at the Romish church : — ** Dear friends, 
last year the protestants allowed us to per- 
form our * month of Mary ' in peace, but now 
they are everywhere tormenting us. They 
will not understand that we do not adore the 
virgin, but merely ask her to intercede for 
us.* . . • See, dear friends, the difference 
between the Protestant churches and our 
own : they have four bare walls, a pulpit, and 

* This is the common statement of Romanists when 
arguing with Protestants, but their books of devotion con- 
tradict their assertion : see the quotations in page 27. 
Blessed be God, that Protestants know that all true be- 
lievers hare the Holy Spirit within them, making inter- 
cession for them through the mediation of the Son, with 
whose finished work the Father is well pleased, and whom 
aUme he heareth alway. 
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seats— that is all ; we have lace, and gold, 
and pictures, and ornaments. Now try to 
calculate, if you can, should the protestant 
religion become dominant in France, how 
many workmen would die of starvation by 
being thrown out of employment ! " 

The Lord's supper was first administered 
at Fontainebleau in October, 1846. It had 
been publicly announced some time previ- 
ously, and a most affecting preparation- ser- 
vice was held the day before. It was a fine 
bright morning. Nine or ten villagers from 
Thomery accompanied the farmer and his 
wife ; four men walked over from Nemours ; 
while the Fontainebleau people crowded into 
the chapel until it was filled to excess, but 
with a degree of quiet and attention that was 
extraordinary in such a throng. The lessons 
and commandments having been read, and the 
first hymn sung, the pastor Bost addressed the 
assembly, not in a regular sermon, but, seeing 
that many persons were there for the first time, 
he gave an animated and interesting sketch 
of the state of religion in France, pressing 
on their minds the importance, not of a 
change of name merely, but of heart, and 
explaining in what true religion consists. 
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A hymn was then sung, and a prayer offered 
up ; after which the pastor Armand Delille 
commenced his sermon, which was one of 
his most beautiful discourses. The pastor 
Bost then gave a more particular explanation 
of the service about to be performed, and 
prayed. Many persons then withdrew. The 
table was surrounded three times. Among 
those who presented themselves were several' 
who had never received the communion be- 
fore that day.* Madame Bougreau was 
there, and was much affected. 

* The reloctance felt by the people to sabmit to auri- 
cular confession — which is obligatory on all who wish to 
receive any of the Romish sacraments — precludes multi- 
tudes from receiving the wafer subsequently to their first 
communion, which takes place at the age of twelve. To 
facilitate for the people the reception of the nuptial 
blessing, confession-tickets are sold to them for the sum 
of three francs and upwards, the purchasing of which 
exempts them from the performance of the irksome rite. 
Can any one be surprised at the prevalence of unbelief 
in France? 

This may perhaps be elucidated by the following dia- 
logue, which took place a few years since, at the church 
of the Batignolles, outside the gates of Paris. A young 
woman was to be married : the priest stipulated fifty francs 
for the ceremony at the high altar. The family said, that 
as, in their village, marriages were performed for fifteen 
francs, they did not intend giving more. ** I shall not 



46 ANECDOTES OF 

The expression of an English friend on 
the occasion of this interesting sabbath-day, 

accept a sou less than fifty irancs/' said the priest Quite 
unconcerned, the yonng voman coolly remarked, '* Then 
I will go to the Protestants to be married ibr nothing." 
" In that case," readied the priest, ** you will go to hell 1 " 

A few hours afterwards, however, he sent a messenger, 
offering to he content with forty francs. The proposition 
was rejected. The following day the papers, agreeing for 
fifteen fhmcs, were sent, duly signed by the priest, but 
only deliyered up on condition that the future bride 
should preyiously confess. She felt such antipathy to the 
priesthood, that it required the united persuasion of her 
father and family to induce her to enter the confessionaL 
She did so at last ; and the cur^ turned his ear to the little 
grating in the partition which separates the confessor 
from the penitent, but not a word did he hear : he listened 
again ; but all in vain. ** Daughter," said he, '* I do not 
hear you." " My confession is finished, monsieur le core.** 
" I hare not heard it" *' I have said all I intend to say ; 
as I never offended you, M. le car6, I have nothing to 
confess to you, nor any absolation to obtain fh>m yon 1 " 
This was too much for the priest, who closed the little 
grating-door with violence; but recovering himself, he 
opened it again, in time to hear the words, '* Give me my 
confession-ticket, if you please, M. le cure." ** Not until 
you have confessed!" " In that case I shall go to the 
archbishopric, where you know I can buy one for three 
fhmcs, signed by his Grace ! " Fearfbl of losing the money, 
the priest gave the ticket, certifying the confession to 
have taken place, and the Latin marriage rite was per- 
formed as usuaL 

The marriage-mass is performed, like all the other cere- 
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will give an idea of the lively emotion felt at 
seeing the deep attention of such a crowd : 
" Had I been in London^ I would have will- 
ingly undertaken the journey to Fontaine- 
V)leau to have been present on that one day !*' 
Another of the converts who received the 
communion was a poor charcoal-burner^ who 
formerly had carried on a prosperous busi- 
ness, but illness and misfortunes came and 
reduced him to penury. He retired, with 
his wife and two children, into a single 
room, and was compelled to work as a day- 
labourer to gain a precarious living for his 
family. Without the consolations of the 
gospel, poor Desnoyer sank under his com- 
plicated trials of sorrow, sickness, and po- 
verty. Discontent took posi^ssion of his mind, 
and bitter tears trickled down his cheeks, 
while, in the hardness of his heart, he fre- 
quently exclaimed, " My God ! my God! what 
have I done to deserve such severe punish- 

monies, in Latin, and the illiterate anderstand as little of 
what is prayed for as they do in any other mass. Those 
who can read, and attempt to follow the priest in the 
French column of the mass-book, seldom can hear him 
sufficiently to point out the prayer he is repeating. If paid 
for, a short exhortation in French closes the ceremony. 
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ment?" Such was his frame of mind when 
one day he passed near the little chapel. It 
was Sunday ; and seeing the people entering, 
he said within himself, '^ What can all those 
persons find to interest them in that place ? 
I have often wished to know what the protes- 
tants worship : this is a good opportunity to 
gratify my curiosity ; I will go in." He 
did so, and continued to attend regularly for 
a month ; after which he came to M. Braud, 
and, relating his case, asked for books and 
instruction, saying that the four last Sun- 
days had been days of joy to him; his 
illness no longer weighed on his spirits ; the 
burden of his trials was removed ; the love 
of Jesus had taken possession of his heart; 
and now all he longed for was more know- 
ledge of the will of God. " Ah, monsieur ! " 
cried he, " the first time that I entered the 
chapel I was so much afiected that I could 
not help saying to myself, * I am a miserable 
sinner ; but, if that good man tells the truth, 
Jesus is my Saviour ! * " 

Desnoyer is as poor, as to temporal things, 
as he was before he came to chapel, and his 
health is far from restored ; but he assured 

fellow-workman lately that he would not 
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^ exchange bis faith for ten thousand francs 
a-year, or for anything this world could offer 
him ! (See his Letter to the Nuns, in the note 
to page 51.) 

Such are a few of the blessed effects of 
the gospel, and such the gracious favour of 
God towards these people! He has sent 
them his word, which, accompanied by the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, has opened the 
dark minds of many, and shed into their 
souls the bright beams of heavenly radiance, 
revealing to them the disease of their souls, 
SIN ; the good Physician, Jesus ; the wages 
of sin, death; the gift of God, eternal 

LIFE ; THE EVERLASTING LOVE OF JeHOVAH, 

as the first cause of salvation ; faith in Jesus, 
as the means of receiving grace ; and love to 
God and love to all men, as the holy 
effect and proof of being saved.* 

The Christian reader who knows the yearn- 
ings of a parent's heart over those precious 
ones who are dearer than life itself, will re- 
gard with attention and interest the state of 
the little flock at Fontainebleau. The fathers 
and mothers who have been obedient to the 

* Matt ix. 12, 13 ; Rom. tI. 23; yiii. ; Jer. xzxL 3; 
Gal. iii. 26 ; 1 John iy. 19; Ephes. i. 15. 

E 
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truth, feel the anxious question arise in their iis 
minds, " What will become of our own little k\ 
ones ? How shall they be taught the will of lite: 
God ?" They cannot devote their morning 
hours to the delightful task of forming the 
minds of their babes by the best of all 'n<> f^. 
struction, nor confide them to the charge of 
pious and affectionate teachers whose care 
might almost equal their own. They have 
no choice to make between schools vying 
with one another for their excellence ; they 
have none. One free-school alone exists, and 
it is superintended by monks and nuns ; 
there the poor children are persecuted for 
their parents' sake; false doctrine is sedu- 
lously instilled into their minds, and they 
are forced to attend mass on the sabbath- 
day. At first, they went with their parents 
to the Protestant service ; but the ill-usage 
they suffered at school on the following day,* 

* Some were violently struck on their fingers' ends, 
and an English child was pricked with pins by the Sis- 
ters of Charity. The eldest child of poor Desnoyer (see 
page 47,) a girl eight years old, had attended the Sisters' 
school from an infant. As soon as her parents' conversion 
was known, she was ill-nsed, continually punished without 
any assigned cause, and the slightest fault was visited 
nrith severe bodily chastisement Encouraged by her 
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has determined the parents to yield, and 
allow them to participate in the idolatrous 
rites until a Protestant school can be estab- 

parents' advice, she bore this cruelty with more fortitude 
than could have been expected at her tender age ; but at 
length, having confessed to the nuns that she had ac- 
companied her father and mother to chapeli she was used 
so violently that her little heart overflowed ; she escaped 
from school to tell all her troubles to her parents, and to 
beg them never to send her back again. Her father came 
to M; Brand the same evening for advice, saying that he 
had not heart to send his child back to the nuns, and yet, 
if he did not, she must remain idle at home. " I have 
written this letter," continued he, "and intend, if yon 
approve it, to send it to the nuns.'' It was incorrect in 
spelling and language : the exact translation is as fol- 
lows : — 

" Fontainebleau, April 9, 1847. 

"Dear Sisters,— I have learned with pain, that you 
punish the children of your class whose parents frequent 
the evangelical chapel, termed Protestant 

" It must then, dear Sisters, be a very contemptible 
place in your eyes, since you inflict punishments on the 
children of the persons who frequent that holy place; yes, 
I say that holy place, for I And there nothing but holiness, 
righteousness, and faith. 

" But tell me, dear Sisters, would it be more agreeable 
to you if I acted like so many others— if I passed my hours 
of rest in places of ill-fame ? Judging from what takes 
place among you, it would appear so ; since the children of 
immoral persons, in whom vice and disorder reign, and in 
whom is no appearance of faith in our Saviour Jesus 

E 2 
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lished. Sixty-five pounds a year axe suffi- 
cient to cover all the expenses of a school- 
house for boys and girls ; but this sum the 
infant church of Fontainebleau cannot raise. 
It pays the travelling expenses of the pas- 
Christ, are preferred before those whose fkther or mother 
goes to pass an hoar each Sunday in hearing the word of 
God, the gospel of Jesus Christ, the glad tidings. 

** Yes, dear Sisters, I declare frankly to you, you may 
act as you please with regard to my girl, it will not cool 
my attachment to the word of God. The words of men 
change, but those of God do not change; in the latter 
there is always righteousness and goodness, in the former 
there is always falsehood and yanity. That is why I 
prefer the gospel to the words of men. 

'* But tell me again, dear Sisters, when the father or 
the mother of a child commits a bad action, is the child to 
suffer for it ? Has he any power oyer the will of his 
father or mother? Is it the chUd who commands his 
father or his mother? Ah, truly, dear Sisters, that is 
yery little charity and yery little justice; it is not what 
the gospel teaches us ! 

"Whatever may be your judgment of these words^ 
deign to believe, dear Sisters, that I pray the Lord Jesus 
to give you his grace and peace ; and may the God of 
peace and mercy be eternally with you. So be it I 

" Desnoyer." 

M. Brand returned the letter to him on the following 
morning, telling him on no account to alter a word, but 
to send it without delay. The little girl is now placed, at 
the expense of the chapel, at a day-school in the town, 
nntil the protestant schools shall be established. 



FONTAINEBLEAU. 53 

tors viho come to break the bread of life to 
hungering souls ; it supports an orphan whom 
it has placed at the Orleans school; it de- 
frays the annual pension of a repentant young 
woman at the Protestant Refuge in Paris; but 
to do more at present is beyond its power. 

It is not the will of our heavenly Father 
that one of these little ones should perish. 
He gives into his people's hand the means of 
snatching them from destruction^ and he be- 
stows the feeling mind, the compassionate 
heart, and the generous soul. He has already 
sent aid from England. The Rev. T. W. 
Franklyn, of Tonbridge Wells, has sent the 
sum requisite for one year, when once the 
schools are established. Several other Chris- 
tian friends have generously come forward ; 
and, if it please God to dispose the hearts of 
a few more to help, the poor parents may 
begin to anticipate a time not very far dis- 
tant, when they shall see their little ones led 
to the pastures of the good Shepherd, folded 
in his arms of love, and carried in his bosom. 
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